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When people are asked about what they want in a public transit system, the leading answers
are buses and trains that come often and can be relied upon to take them where they want
to go quickly and safely. 

The data bears this out. When trains and buses are frequent, fast and reliable, more people
ride. 

Listening to the public and providing great public transit service is important because buses
and trains provide the freedom for people to get around without always needing to drive.
That in turn can reduce congestion, climate pollution and the tailpipe emissions that fuel
our dangerous ozone days. Transit can provide public health and safety benefits and help
people save money. And it can ensure people have great access to everything from jobs and
housing to schools, groceries and entertainment, no matter who they are. 

Taken together, public transit improves the quality of life of people living, working and
traveling in cities. 

In the Denver metro area, we need to significantly ramp up the frequency and improve the
speed and reliability of transit, which is mainly provided by the Regional Transportation
District (RTD). We also need to focus new investments in the areas where transit can most
effectively transport the most people. 

To accomplish this, we need to increase funding for transit in the Denver region by $420
million per year. 

This funding should be focused on a core part of the region to maximize ridership, provide
coverage for transit-dependent communities, and deliver overall benefits of transit. This
area includes Denver, Aurora, Englewood, Wheat Ridge, Golden, Commerce City, Longmont,
parts of Littleton, Lakewood, Westminster, Thornton, Northglenn, Centennial, Lone Tree and
Arvada, along rail corridors and the communities along the US 36 corridor, including
Broomfield and Boulder counties. 

We propose to invest $420 million per year in the following ways: 

$380 million per year to improve transit service. This would cover the cost of running,
maintaining, and purchasing additional buses and routes, and investing in capital
projects that improve speed and reliability like bus rapid transit. Over the next 10 years,
that would add up to $3.8 billion in new transit investment (in 2026 dollars). Over a 10-
year period, approximately:

$1.7 billion would be available to fund capital costs associated with improving transit
speed and reliability, including helping to build out the region’s bus-rapid transit
(BRT) corridors. Because transit service takes time to grow, investment in service will 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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https://www.vtpi.org/elasticities.pdf#page56
https://www.rtd-denver.com/about-rtd/projects/regional-bus-rapid-transit-feasibility-study
https://www.rtd-denver.com/about-rtd/projects/regional-bus-rapid-transit-feasibility-study


              increase gradually, with the majority of the funding in the early years directed toward
.             capital projects.

$2.1 billion would support increasing the frequency of transit service. By 2036, $380
million per year dedicated to operations would result in:

Twice as much bus service in the region’s core area compared to 2023 service
levels.
Double the share of residents living within a 10-minute walk of frequent transit
service that comes every 15 minutes or less (from 35% to 65% – approximately
940,000 more people and 345,000 more jobs).
More than double the number of frequent bus routes that run every 15 minutes
or less (from 34 in 2026 to 83 by 2036).
More than double the number of miles of frequent bus service from 490 miles to
1,139 miles. 
Extending frequent service to earlier in the morning, later in the evening, and
throughout the weekends.

$40 million per year to improve the safety and comfort of more than half of the region's
bus stops (about 4,000), support workforce development and additional safety
programs, and launch microtransit services, including direct connections to Red Rocks
Park and Amphitheatre and local circulator routes to provide last-mile connections in
more than a dozen areas.
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Figure 1.0: Bus routes targeted by RTD for 15 minutes
or in bus routes with 15 better service by 2026 

Figure 1.1: Our transit vision: Increase minute or
better service by 2036 with a focused investment of

$380 million annually
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Quality of Life

With roughly a million more people expected to live in Colorado in the
coming decades, traffic could place even more pressure on our available
time - and not just during traditional commute times. Transit gives people
the freedom and options to get around while leaving the driving to someone
else, using travel times to relax, connect with friends and family, or get work
done. A 2023 survey from Smart Growth America found Americans think
“providing more public transportation options, like trains and buses” is one
of the best long-term solutions to reducing traffic, and many would use
transit more if given the opportunity.

A transportation system that requires everyone to drive for every trip leads to traffic and
gridlock, unnecessarily high costs, air pollution and climate change, and crashes that cut
short hundreds of lives each year. It also leaves behind hundreds of thousands of
Coloradans who cannot or choose not to drive, such as seniors, people with certain
disabilities, students, and families who don’t own cars. A slow, infrequent, unreliable system
costs people time and limits their ability to access everything from groceries and medical
appointments to school and quality time with their families. 

More and better public transit will make the Denver metro region more affordable, healthy,
safe, and sustainable - improving the quality of life for millions of residents and visitors. 
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Why is transit important in the Denver region?

Figure 1.2: A proposal for $420 million per year in new transit service investments
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https://www.denverpost.com/2024/07/29/denver-drivers-hours-stuck-in-traffic/
https://www.denverpost.com/2024/07/29/denver-drivers-hours-stuck-in-traffic/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rA0oGD5r349t17kIsdU3vbFCmJWjlbYM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rA0oGD5r349t17kIsdU3vbFCmJWjlbYM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rA0oGD5r349t17kIsdU3vbFCmJWjlbYM/view
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Rb0NUEyra9GQZxgBene9CZyN3in6EY6uuAk-vyrsQd0/edit?gid=0#gid=0


Affordability

According to a 2024 poll by the Colorado Health Foundation, “cost of
living/inflation” is the top issue facing Colorado. Transportation is the
second-highest cost, behind housing, and these costs are particularly
burdensome for low-income households, which spend about 30% of their
incomes on transportation. Riding public transit is nearly ten times cheaper
than owning a car, and low-income households without a car spend just 5%
of their incomes on transportation.

Air Quality

Gas and diesel-powered vehicles contribute particulate matter and ozone
into our air, pollutants that increase rates of asthma, heart disease, and
premature death. According to the American Lung Association, Denver-
Aurora is the sixth most polluted city when it comes to ozone and the Denver
Metro/North Front Range region exceeded federal Clean Air Act standards
for ozone 41 days in 2024. Convenient transit along urban corridors are
efficient ways to reduce fuel consumption and air pollution. The reduction in
air pollution is particularly beneficial for people that live near highways or
are disproportionately impacted from air pollution already, including black,
brown and indigenous communities. 

Safety

The number of fatal crashes has been trending upward over the last 15 years,
rising over 50% to 660 deaths in 2024. Crashes resulting in serious injuries
have followed a similar trajectory. Riding public transit is 10 times safer per
mile than driving or riding in a car and ensures people who don’t feel
comfortable and shouldn’t be driving have options to leave the driving to a
professional.

Public Health

Transit use leads to more daily physical activity, as people often walk or bike
to transit stops, which in turn decreases the risk of obesity. Done well, public
transportation can also help mental health by reducing social isolation
among older adults.

Economic
Benefits

A 2024 analysis found that reducing daily driving by 10% could save
Coloradans $25.3 billion by 2035, primarily through reduced spending on
vehicle operations like fuel, insurance, repairs and parking. Fewer vehicles on
our roads also reduce the need for costly and harmful highway expansions,
which consistently fail to reduce traffic. This frees up money to maintain and
repair our existing system and provide safer travel options. 
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https://www.copulsepoll.org/sites/default/files/2024-07/Colorado%20Health%20Foundation%202024%20Pulse%20Survey%20Analysis%20-%20Wave%201%20on%20Costs%20-%20Final%20.pdf
https://www.bls.gov/regions/mountain-plains/news-release/consumerexpenditures_denver.htm
https://www.bts.gov/data-spotlight/household-cost-transportation-it-affordable
https://www.bts.gov/data-spotlight/household-cost-transportation-it-affordable
https://www.swenergy.org/its-time-for-colorado-to-get-serious-about-funding-public-transit/
https://www.bts.gov/data-spotlight/household-cost-transportation-it-affordable
https://www.bts.gov/data-spotlight/household-cost-transportation-it-affordable
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-021-00862-x
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/ozone-pollution-and-your-health
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/most-polluted-cities
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/most-polluted-cities
https://raqc.org/current-8-hour-ozone-summary/
https://www.vtpi.org/tran_climate.pdf
https://ehjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1476-069X-6-23
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-021-04190-y?fromPaywallRec=false
https://tableau.state.co.us/t/CDOT/views/CDOTCrashSummaryAVtestver2_0/PerformanceTracking?%3Aorigin=card_share_link&%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y
https://tableau.state.co.us/t/CDOT/views/CDOTCrashSummaryAVtestver2_0/PerformanceTracking?%3Aorigin=card_share_link&%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y
https://www.apta.com/research-technical-resources/research-reports/public-transit-is-key-strategy-in-advancing-vision-zero/
https://www.vtpi.org/tran_health.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/canadian-journal-on-aging-la-revue-canadienne-du-vieillissement/article/association-between-public-transportation-and-social-isolation-in-older-adults-a-scoping-review-of-the-literature/56D5466C9EDCEEEA145240811BF3A1C8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vRjtrR04pT3jIf70KktbNKG6XZdXZptq/view
https://pirg.org/edfund/resources/highway-boondoggles/


Access to
Opportunity

In 2020, 31% of Americans did not have a drivers license. That means
hundreds of thousands of people cannot or should not drive, including
children under the age of 16, people with disabilities, many older adults,
people who can’t afford it, and those who just don’t feel comfortable driving
for any number of reasons. Transit provides these neighbors access to
education, jobs, healthcare and other services. Without this access, non-
drivers may be isolated and unable to fully participate in their communities.
Communities that have high percentages of Black, Asian and Hispanic
populations also have high transit propensity, meaning they are more likely
to use and benefit from transit service.

Climate
Change

Tailpipe emissions from gas- and diesel-powered vehicles are one of the
biggest sources of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in Colorado, which fuels
more intense and frequent natural disasters like wildfires, droughts, hail
storms, and heat waves. The Colorado Department of Transportation has a
goal of reducing transportation greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 60% by
2037. While increasing the adoption of electric and fuel-efficient vehicles is a
crucial climate strategy, even an aggressive electric vehicle adoption
scenario would account for only two-thirds of the target emissions
reductions by 2035. 
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The Regional Transportation District (RTD) is the main transit provider in the Denver metro
area, the state’s most populous region. RTD covers approximately 3.1 million people, which
is about half of the entire state, and its service area is one of the largest in the country. 

On just one ticket, a rider can travel from Nederland to Lone Tree or from Evergreen to
Denver International Airport, the world’s third busiest airport in 2022. The system connects
riders to top tourist attractions, including the Cherry Creek area, 16th Street Mall, Pearl
Street Mall, Red Rocks Park and Amphitheatre, Denver Zoo, Colorado State Capitol, Denver
Center for Performing Arts, and major sports venues like those for the Broncos, Rockies,
Nuggets, Avalanche, and Mammoth. It also serves major economic hubs in central Denver,
Aurora, Boulder, the Denver Tech Center, and nearly all the downtown areas in the region,
and the major colleges and universities, including CU-Boulder, University of Denver, and the
Auraria Campus. You can access numerous parks and hiking trails and even take a RTD bus
to Nederland to go skiing at the Eldora Mountain Ski Resort. 

Unfortunately, RTD’s ridership and level of service rank below many of its peers in other
cities. 

How good is current transit service in the Denver region?

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation/statistics/2020/dv1c.cfm
https://pirg.org/colorado/foundation/resources/transit-service-funding-scenarios/
https://energyoffice.colorado.gov/ghg-pollution-reduction-roadmap#:~:text=Colorado's%20largest%20sources%20of%20GHG,Oil%20and%20Gas%20Production
https://energyoffice.colorado.gov/ghg-pollution-reduction-roadmap#:~:text=Colorado's%20largest%20sources%20of%20GHG,Oil%20and%20Gas%20Production
https://web.archive.org/web/20250316202518/https:/science.nasa.gov/climate-change/extreme-weather/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250316202518/https:/science.nasa.gov/climate-change/extreme-weather/
https://www.swenergy.org/cdot-10-year-plan/
https://www.swenergy.org/cdot-10-year-plan/
https://wp-cpr.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/2024/11/Colorado-Transportation-Vision-2035.pdf
https://www.rtd-denver.com/
https://www.rtd-denver.com/
https://www.metrodenver.org/regional-data/demographics/population
https://www.rtd-denver.com/about-rtd
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/CO/PST045224
https://denver.streetsblog.org/2020/01/14/rtd-in-crisis-part-2-a-failure-of-leadership/
https://www.rtd-denver.com/system-map
https://www.flydenver.com/about-den/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/record-number-visitors-make-denver-destination/
https://www.rtd-denver.com/system-map
https://www.rtd-denver.com/routes-services/other-services/ski-n-ride
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Similar to other agencies across the country, RTD slashed service levels in the spring of
2020 by 40% and saw a precipitous decline in ridership from 106 million in 2019 to 53
million in 2020. Since then, the transit agencies that invested the most in quickly restoring
service levels have experienced the greatest rise in ridership. However, RTD has lagged
significantly behind in both areas, with 2023 service levels at only 72% of pre-pandemic
levels and ridership at 62% of 2024 levels, well below the national average of 79%.

Figure 2.0: Transit ridership recovery. From Colorado Transportation Vision 2035.
Credit Yonah Freemark, Urban Institute

Figure 2.1: Annual boardings as percent of pre-pandemic ridership. From Denver’s Transit Service
Restoration Priorities, DOTI, Jan 15, 2025. Credit - Phoebe Fooks

https://www.cpr.org/2021/09/15/rtd-driver-shortage-bus-light-rail/
https://www.masstransitmag.com/management/news/55263824/co-rtd-riders-in-2025-face-more-delays-disruptions-and-10-mph-trains
https://cdn.rtd-denver.com/image/upload/v1697040795/January_2022_Board_Briefing_d9waor.pdf
https://cdn.rtd-denver.com/image/upload/v1697040795/January_2022_Board_Briefing_d9waor.pdf
https://www.transit.dot.gov/ntd/ntd-data
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/transit_agency_profile_doc/2023/80006.pdf
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/transit_agency_profile_doc/2023/80006.pdf
https://cdn.rtd-denver.com/image/upload/v1740181424/Board-Briefing-Documents_February-2025_vylpad.pdf
https://www.railwayage.com/passenger/apta-releases-ridership-trends-report/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vRjtrR04pT3jIf70KktbNKG6XZdXZptq/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YE8f2ctXuGzAqEYr4ycsIJ-s404f5s8n/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YE8f2ctXuGzAqEYr4ycsIJ-s404f5s8n/view
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According to Denver Moves Everyone, at current service levels, Denver residents who rely
on transit to get to work face 62-73% longer travel times than driving, even though those
trips are likely covering less distance. Inadequate service levels are particularly burdensome
on people who rely on public transit, spending an average of 1.5 hours a day commuting. 

Encouragingly, in part thanks to progress in addressing workforce shortages, in January
2025 RTD made the first significant increases in services levels since 2021. RTD’s System
Optimization Plan (SOP), its short-term plan for the future, aims to restore service to 85% of
2019 levels by 2026. 

While achieving at least the 2026 goal is important, we need an ambitious goal and plan to
significantly increase service over the next decade. For example, increasing service by 6%
on average per year would align with Colorado's 2035 Transportation Vision, which calls for
an 83% increase in statewide transit service.

What would make transit in the Denver region better?

Transit is most effective when it’s useful. Survey after survey shows that people want a
better transit system with service that is fast, frequent, and reliable. And those fast,
frequent, and reliable routes need to connect people to their destinations. 

According to a national poll of transit riders, the two most important determinants of rider
satisfaction are service frequency and travel time. Similarly, RTD customer surveys find
frequency is by far the most important factor for bus, light rail and commuter rail riders with
longer hours of operation, faster travel times, and timely arrival of buses and trains also in
the top 5. 

A fast, frequent, and reliable system also improves the safety of the entire system - partly
because people spend less time waiting at stops and partly because of the “safety in
numbers” dynamic for passengers, drivers and operators. 

A frequent, fast, and reliable transit system - The Basics:

Frequent:
When it comes to frequency, the goal should be buses and trains that come so frequently, a
rider or potential rider does not need to check the schedule because they know a bus or
train is right around the corner. 

As an example, the Denver Moves Transit Plan defines “frequent service” as 15 minutes or
better from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., seven days a week. 

Frequent transit service makes transit more useful and convenient for riders. With frequent
service, passengers don’t have to plan around a rigid schedule, making transit more flexible
and accessible. 

https://denvermoveseveryone.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/DenverMovesEveryone-2022-state-of-the-system.pdf
https://denvermoveseveryone.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/DenverMovesEveryone-2022-state-of-the-system.pdf
https://denvermoveseveryone.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/DenverMovesEveryone-2022-state-of-the-system.pdf
https://www.cpr.org/2024/08/20/rtd-plans-to-expand-services-2025/
https://www.cpr.org/2024/08/20/rtd-plans-to-expand-services-2025/
https://www.greaterdenvertransit.com/rtdsop/
https://www.greaterdenvertransit.com/rtdsop/
https://wp-cpr.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/2024/11/Colorado-Transportation-Vision-2035.pdf
https://transitcenter.org/what-makes-transit-successful-whos-on-board/
https://www.rtd-denver.com/performance-dashboard/survey-data
https://1c5441a1-faa5-4b29-a625-468f9d4f2fc9.usrfiles.com/ugd/1c5441_1f7929ff5e934d6f890d887bd79cd464.pdf?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=79acf817-3b24-437c-8367-d3bdd75ada94
https://transitcenter.org/universe-transit-safety/
https://transitcenter.org/universe-transit-safety/
https://www.denvergov.org/files/assets/public/v/3/doti/documents/plans/denver-moves-transit-plan-2019.pdf


A Transit Center study found that increasing RTD's transit service by 40% – upping bus
frequency from every 30-45 minutes to every 15 minutes – would quadruple the number of
jobs a resident of Denver’s Westwood neighborhood, as an example, could access within a
45-minute commute, from 3,656 to over 16,530 jobs. 

More frequent transit service also means less time waiting for a bus or a train, as well as
quicker transfers between routes, which in turn reduces overall trip times and improves
safety.  

Transit is not just for moving people to work from suburbs to downtowns at 9 a.m. and back
at 5 p.m. In fact, most of our trips are for things other than getting to and from our jobs -
going to school, going out to restaurants, bars or entertainment, accessing medical services,
running errands, or seeing friends and family. Expanding train and bus schedules so they run
frequently earlier in the morning and past 10 p.m. can give more people more ways to use
transit.

Frequency is also about optimizing the use of our existing transit infrastructure. Since voters
approved the FasTracks expansion plan in 2004, RTD has invested or committed $5.5 billion
in the Denver region building out a train system, as well as the Flatiron Flyer bus lines, that
connects many parts of the region. This infrastructure will be more useful if the FasTracks
services and the bus system that connects into it come often and operate earlier in the
morning, later in the evening and throughout the weekends. 

Current RTD service levels fall significantly short. For example, in the “Frequent Transit
Network” (FTN) outlined in the Denver Moves Transit Plan, most of the corridors in the FTN
currently meet the target frequencies and most are served by buses that arrive every 30 to
60 minutes. 
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Figure 3.0: 2024 RTD service compared to Denver’s Frequent Transit Network Vision. Credit - Matt
Frommer, SWEEP

https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
https://transitcenter.org/universe-transit-safety/
https://transitcenter.org/universe-transit-safety/
https://www.bts.gov/statistical-products/surveys/national-household-travel-survey-daily-travel-quick-facts
https://www.rtd-denver.com/open-records/reports-and-policies/facts-and-figures/fastracks
https://www.rtd-denver.com/open-records/reports-and-policies/facts-and-figures/fastracks
https://www.rtd-denver.com/open-records/reports-and-policies/facts-and-figures/fastracks
https://www.denvergov.org/files/assets/public/v/3/doti/documents/plans/denver-moves-transit-plan-2019.pdf
https://www.denvergov.org/files/assets/public/v/3/doti/documents/plans/denver-moves-transit-plan-2019.pdf


Fast:
Whether you have the option to drive or your only choice is a train or bus, transit needs to
move people quickly to where they want to go. The goal should be travel times that are
competitive with driving to the most common places people want to access. 

Unfortunately, many buses are slowed down by circuitous routes, too-frequent stops,
inefficient boarding procedures, and traffic congestion. We can significantly speed up
transit travel times with:

Direct routing
Dedicated transit lanes
Traffic signal priority for transit vehicles 
Strategic stop spacing
Off-board fare collection
All-door boarding 

RTD already has 10 train routes that have many of the above features, including dedicated
lanes (the train tracks) and all-door boarding.

Another strategy to speed up transit is by using Bus Rapid Transit (BRT). BRT refers to bus
systems that use most or all of the strategies listed above to deliver fast, reliable, high-
quality service at relatively low cost, metro-level capacities. BRT can provide train-like
service for a lower construction cost. For example, it cost RTD $72 million per mile on
average on FasTracks. The Colfax BRT costs approximately $28 million per mile and Federal
Blvd BRT is projected at $14 million per mile. W Elizabeth BRT is projected to cost $24
million per mile and SH 119 is $14 million per mile. Some BRT cost even less.

And BRT can be routed along major roads where people already travel, and businesses,
entertainment venues, and housing are already located. 
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Figure 3.1: An infographic of the East Colfax bus rapid transit line. Credit Denver Department of
Transportation and Infrastructure

https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
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https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
https://itdp.org/library/standards-and-guides/the-bus-rapid-transit-standard/what-is-brt/
https://itdp.org/library/standards-and-guides/the-bus-rapid-transit-standard/what-is-brt/
https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
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https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
https://itdp.org/library/standards-and-guides/the-bus-rapid-transit-standard/what-is-brt/
https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
https://www.commonsenseinstituteus.org/colorado/research/infrastructure/fork-in-the-railroad#:~:text=RTD's%20budget%20has%20been%20climbing,operating%20budget%20was%20%24477%20million
https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/2023-10/CO-Denver-Federal-Blvd-BRT-PD-PROFILE.pdf
https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/2023-10/CO-Denver-Federal-Blvd-BRT-PD-PROFILE.pdf
https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/2023-03/CO-Fort-Collins-West-Elizabeth-Corridor-PD-Profile.pdf
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/2023-03/CO-Fort-Collins-West-Elizabeth-Corridor-PD-Profile.pdf
https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/2023-03/MN-Minneapolis-METRO-F-Line-BRT-FY24.pdf
https://denver.streetsblog.org/2021/03/24/commentary-rolling-out-the-red-carpet-for-transit/
https://www.codot.gov/projects/studies/denvermetrobrt
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Department-of-Transportation-and-Infrastructure/Programs-Services/Projects/Colfax-BRT
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Department-of-Transportation-and-Infrastructure/Programs-Services/Projects/Colfax-BRT


Currently, the region has the Flatiron Flyer routes along US 36 that have many aspects of
BRT, where buses share the toll lanes. In addition, construction has begun on BRT lines along
Colfax Avenue in Denver and Highway 119 connecting Boulder and Longmont. The Colfax
BRT project is expected to reduce transit travel times by 15-30 minutes – efficiencies that
will increase the bus frequency to every 5 minutes. 

Dedicated lanes also work for shorter segments of transit, like those in downtown Denver
along 15th, 17th, 18th, and 19th streets, which provide quicker, more reliable times for riders
and offer better options in more gridlocked areas. 

Reliable:
When a bus or train comes late or not at all, people may miss crucial appointments,
interfering with their access to health care services, employment, and educational
opportunities. It’s also just stressful. Ultimately, unreliable service can cause riders to lose
confidence in the system and push more people to drive than would otherwise.

According to RTD’s performance dashboard, in January of 2025, its bus on-time
performance was 83%, meaning 83% are no more than one minute earlier or 5 minutes later
than scheduled. 

For its light rail system, service availability for 2024 was 94.34%, meaning that, of the
223,205 trips scheduled, 208,412 were actually operated.

RTD’s customer perception of system reliability is much lower. In the fall of 2024, 57% of
RTD customers reported that “the bus usually runs on time” and 53% reported “the train
usually runs on time.”

Improving the speed and frequency of transit makes it more reliable. Speed upgrades like
dedicated lanes for buses and all-door boarding reduce delays. And frequent buses and
trains make missing one a lot less of a day-ruining experience if another arrives in 10
minutes. 

Other factors important for reliability and customer satisfaction include staying on top of
maintenance, having backup plans to avoid unnecessary shutdowns, and providing accurate
and real-time information about unexpected delays. 

The transit system also needs a strong workforce to maintain, clean, and make safe the
infrastructure and services, and operate the trains and buses. 
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https://www.rtd-denver.com/open-records/reports-and-policies/facts-and-figures/flatiron-flyer
https://www.rtd-denver.com/open-records/reports-and-policies/facts-and-figures/flatiron-flyer
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Department-of-Transportation-and-Infrastructure/Programs-Services/Projects/Colfax-BRT
https://www.rtd-denver.com/about-rtd/projects/co-119-bus-rapid-transit-brt-project
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Department-of-Transportation-and-Infrastructure/Programs-Services/Projects/Colfax-BRT
https://www.denvergov.org/content/dam/denvergov/Portals/705/documents/projects/ColfaxCorridor/Colfax-BRT-recommendation-summary-jan2019.pdf
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Department-of-Transportation-and-Infrastructure/Programs-Services/Projects/15th-17th-Street-Improvements
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Department-of-Transportation-and-Infrastructure/Programs-Services/Transit/18th-19th-Lincoln
https://www.rtd-denver.com/agency-performance-scorecard/customer-excellence
https://www.rtd-denver.com/agency-performance-scorecard/customer-excellence
https://www.rtd-denver.com/agency-performance-scorecard/customer-excellence
https://cdn.rtd-denver.com/image/upload/v1731707382/2023_Title_VI_Service_Performance_Monitoring_Report_jl1nah.pdf
https://rtd.iqm2.com/Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Type=1&ID=4393&Inline=True
https://cdn.rtd-denver.com/image/upload/v1741024146/RTD_Bus_and_Rail_Customer_Survey_Results_iftiep.pdf
https://itdp.org/library/standards-and-guides/the-bus-rapid-transit-standard/what-is-brt/
https://itdp.org/library/standards-and-guides/the-bus-rapid-transit-standard/what-is-brt/


Connecting a fast, frequent and reliable system

To maximize the benefits of fast, frequent, and reliable transit routes and corridors we
recommend ensuring there is good connectivity. In the Denver region, this includes:

Providing smooth and safe connections between transit routes, including safe, clean,
comfortable bus stops and stations with real-time information, shelter, and ample
seating.
Ensuring bus stops and station areas provide safe ways to get to your final destination,
such as sidewalks and bike infrastructure (including sidewalks and bike lanes that are
free of ice and snow in the winter), transit-oriented developments and microtransit,
carshare, shared ride or Call-n-Ride services. 
Connecting new BRT routes with each other or the backbone rail network. For example,
connecting the Colfax Avenue BRT currently under construction directly with the
planned BRT route on Federal Boulevard.
Connecting local and regional routes with statewide service. Since 2015, the state’s
intercity bus system, Bustang, has added 19 routes with services like Pegasus, Outrider,
and Snowstang, connecting the Denver metro region with dozens of cities, ski areas, and
places across Colorado. In addition, the Winter Park ski train has expanded service, with
a goal to extend the service through Steamboat Springs to Craig. Finally, the state is
making progress in developing a Front Range rail system that could eventually connect
Fort Collins to Denver to Colorado Springs to Pueblo to Trinidad. Overlap between Front
Range Rail and RTD rail and bus service provides an excellent opportunity to pool dollars
and maximize ridership. 
Integrating land use and transit planning by encouraging the development of more
affordable housing and compact, mixed-use communities near transit, allowing more
people to live and work within walking distance of reliable and frequent buses and trains.

A top priority for anyone who wants better transit is the recruitment, retention, and
training of transit workers. 

According to the American Public Transportation Association, the shortage of transit
workers is a crisis. In addition to changing the planning and funding of public transit, our
region needs a clear plan and strategies to resolve this shortage.

In conversations with leaders in the transit workforce space, they emphasize that while
some transit work may be similar in nature to jobs in other industries, this is not the case for
transit operators such as bus and train drivers. 

Beyond the skills required to operate transit vehicles, the experts we spoke with emphasize
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Other key factors for success

A strong workforce

https://www.codot.gov/projects/studies/denvermetrobrt/federalbrt
https://www.denverpost.com/2015/04/15/cdots-statewide-bustang-service-to-start-july-13/
https://ridebustang.com/bus-lines-routes-maps/
https://www.winterparkresort.com/plan-your-trip/getting-here/winter-park-express
https://www.codot.gov/projects/coloradomountainrail
https://www.ridethefrontrange.com/
https://www.codot.gov/programs/ctio/agenda-item-documents/2025-agenda-item-documents/march/joint-service-report_march-1-2025.pdf
https://www.codot.gov/programs/ctio/agenda-item-documents/2025-agenda-item-documents/march/joint-service-report_march-1-2025.pdf
https://www.apta.com/research-technical-resources/research-reports/transit-workforce-shortage/


that transit operators must have “soft” skills. For example:
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Communication
Clear and concise communication is vital for conveying information to
passengers, colleagues, and supervisors, ensuring smooth operations and
addressing concerns.

Customer
Service

Transit operators often interact directly with the public, requiring
patience, empathy, and the ability to handle diverse situations with
professionalism and a positive attitude.

Teamwork
Transit operations involve various roles and effective teamwork is essential
for coordination, safety, and efficient service delivery.

Problem-
Solving

Unexpected situations and delays can arise, requiring transit operators to
think on their feet and find practical solutions to maintain service and
passenger safety. 

Adaptability
Transit operations are dynamic and transit operators need to be able to
adjust to changing schedules, weather conditions, passenger needs and
technology.

Calm Under
Pressure

Dealing with delays, emergencies, or difficult passengers can be stressful,
so the ability to remain calm and composed is crucial.

Professionalism
Maintaining a professional demeanor and adhering to company standards
is essential for building trust and ensuring a positive experience for
passengers and colleagues.

Safety
Awareness

Transit workers are responsible for the safety of passengers, themselves,
and the community they operate within. This requires attention to detail,
knowledge of safety procedures and the ability to recognize and address
potential hazards

All transit workers must report for work during emergencies, weather events, and even
pandemics. Recognizing the public service role of transit work is important for proper
recruiting.

It is important the whole region comes together to support the recruitment and retention of
transit workers. 
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Is it possible to increase transit service and will new riders actually come?

Seattle, WA provides a clear model for success in a region similar in size to Denver.  

Between 2006 to 2017, Seattle reduced vehicle traffic by 5% while increasing transit
ridership by 46% by improving transit access for thousands of residents. During this same
period, Seattle’s population grew by 25% (146,627 people), a rate similar to Denver’s. Rather
than simply expanding highway capacity, Seattle leveraged its growth to develop a cleaner
and more efficient transportation system.

Seattle: An example of success

Figure 3.2: Seattle Department of Transportation.

This was achieved by maximizing the number of people living within walking distance of
"very frequent transit service," defined as service every 10 minutes or better. Additionally,
Seattle passed a series of transit funding initiatives in 1996, 2008, and 2016, raising
approximately $65 billion to expand its transit system. Unlike the Denver region, which is
served by a single transit agency, the Seattle metro area has seven major transit agencies
that provide a range of services, including paratransit, local and regional buses and
passenger rail.

Increasing transit service where it’s most useful

RTD does not have unlimited dollars and will need to focus its budget, even as it grows, in
ways that have the biggest and best impact on the region. 

To maximize the impact of our transit dollars, we should focus on improving the frequency,
speed and reliability of service in high transit-propensity areas to maximize ridership and
the benefits associated with more people riding a bus or train instead of driving their car. 

https://usa.streetsblog.org/2019/02/08/minneapolis-and-seattle-have-achieved-the-holy-grail-for-sustainable-transportation/
https://usa.streetsblog.org/2019/02/08/minneapolis-and-seattle-have-achieved-the-holy-grail-for-sustainable-transportation/
https://www.neilsberg.com/insights/seattle-wa-population-by-year/
https://www.seattle.gov/transportation/projects-and-programs/programs/transit-program/route-improvements/access-to-very-frequent-(10-minute)-transit-service
https://usa.streetsblog.org/2019/02/08/minneapolis-and-seattle-have-achieved-the-holy-grail-for-sustainable-transportation
https://usa.streetsblog.org/2019/02/08/minneapolis-and-seattle-have-achieved-the-holy-grail-for-sustainable-transportation
https://www.soundtransit.org/system-expansion/building-system/history-voter-approved-plans#:~:text=Sound%20Move%20(1996%2D2006),set%20of%20regional%20transit%20projects.
https://support.myorca.com/hc/en-us/articles/10743519362317-Visitor-s-Guide-to-Using-Public-Transit-in-the-Seattle-area#:~:text=The%20Seattle%2DTacoma%20metropolitan%20region,(including%20Tacoma)%20and%20Snohomish%20(
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Maximizing Ridership - Some areas have a higher “transit propensity,” the likelihood of
generating high ridership. There are a number of factors that can help determine propensity,
including population and job density, and areas with lower household incomes, higher
percentages of non-white residents and lower rates of vehicle ownership. 

Transit expert Jarrett Walked offers a “recipe” for ridership. Fixed-route buses and trains
work better and carry more people in areas with higher concentrations of people and jobs.
And to maximize ridership in high-frequency rail and BRT corridors, communities should
have denser housing. For example, 15 homes per acre could maximize frequent transit
service, and 30 to 40 units per acre to generate high ridership.

Figure 3.3: Transit propensity in Denver metro area

https://pirg.org/colorado/foundation/resources/transit-service-funding-scenarios/
https://humantransit.org/basics/the-transit-ridership-recipe
https://www.psrc.org/media/4958
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Maintaining Coverage - As fixed route services are focused on higher transit propensity
areas, paratransit and Call-n-Ride services can be used in lower transit propensity areas
where transit is still needed to provide lifeline access to critical services. 

For example, RTD’s Access-a-Ride (AAR) paratransit service is for those who are unable to
use RTD’s non-commuter bus and light rail services due to disability. Minimum service
availability on Access-a-Ride is determined by nearby fixed-route bus service. If the
qualified user of the system is within ¾ of a mile from the fixed route system, that user will
have access to the AAR system. 

This radius could be expanded beyond ¾ of a mile to address coverage gaps. Similarly, Call-
n-Ride programs like the Denver Connector Microtransit Program can also serve this
purpose. 

State, regional and local governments support transit
improvements

Recognizing the huge benefits that come with increased transit ridership, cities, counties,
the Denver Regional Council of Government (DRCOG) and the State of Colorado all have
visions to increase and improve transit. These include:

Colorado 2035 Transportation Vision: Governor Polis’ Vision aims to address our
transportation-related climate, air quality, affordability and safety challenges by
improving transit and creating more efficient, walkable communities. Achieving the state
goal of doubling the percentage of trips taken outside of personal vehicles – from
approximately 9.6% to nearly 19.2% by 2035 – will require an 83% increase in statewide
transit service. According to CDOT’s May Transportation Commission packet, RTD
accounts for nearly ⅔ of statewide transit service.
DRCOG's Metro Vision Regional Transportation Plan sets the goal of increasing the
share of people who don’t drive alone to work from 25% in 2018 to 35% by 2050, and
increasing total transit trips 63%. 
Denver Moves Everyone 2050 Plan sets the goal of increasing transit mode share from
7% in 2019 to 15% by 2050, and ensuring that 75% of households and 75% of jobs in
Denver are located within one-quarter mile of a “Frequent Transit Network” where buses
or trains arrive every 15 minutes or less from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., seven days a week. In
2023, the City and County of Denver’s transit commute mode share was 4%. 
Boulder’s Transportation Master Plan aims to increase transit mode share to 10% for
resident commuters and 12% for non-residents commuting into the city. In 2023, 6% of
Boulder residents commuted with public transit. 
Thornton's Transportation and Mobility Master Plan aims to expand transit access and
frequency in order to double its current transit mode share from 3% to 6% by 2050. 
Golden’s Transportation Master Plan aims to expand transit service for those within a
10-minute walk of a transit route, increase frequencies so that buses and trains come
more often than every 30 minutes, and improve connectivity to job centers and student
areas not currently served by transit.  

https://www.rtd-denver.com/routes-services/other-services/access-a-ride
https://www.rtd-denver.com/other-services/access-a-ride/service-areas
https://www.rtd-denver.com/other-services/access-a-ride/service-areas
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Department-of-Transportation-and-Infrastructure/Programs-Services/Transit/Montbello-Connector
https://wp-cpr.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/2024/11/Colorado-Transportation-Vision-2035.pdf
https://wp-cpr.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/2024/11/Colorado-Transportation-Vision-2035.pdf
https://wp-cpr.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/2024/11/Colorado-Transportation-Vision-2035.pdf
https://drcog.org/sites/default/files/acc/TPO-RP-50MVRTP-EN-ACC-17x11-24-06-04-V1.pdf
https://denvermoveseveryone.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2023_0426_DenverMovesEveryone2050_StrategicTransportationPlan_Opt2.pdf
https://censusreporter.org/profiles/16000US0820000-denver-co/
https://bouldercolorado.gov/projects/transportation-master-plan
https://censusreporter.org/profiles/16000US0807850-boulder-co/
https://censusreporter.org/profiles/16000US0807850-boulder-co/
https://www.thorntonco.gov/media/file/transportation-and-mobility-master-plan
https://ehq-production-us-california.s3.us-west-1.amazonaws.com/0940ebd3aa0c6200aa4252d03cf8ed5363a65489/documents/attachments/000/007/255/original/FInal_Golden_TMP_%282-4-2020%29_-_Spread.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA4KKNQAKIJHZMYNPA%2F20250123%2Fus-west-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20250123T002203Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=db14cc733b1722ae85eb922aa47f5f0bbc5cd39e7aea3b0fa4f5cdbe2f5e11bd
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More than 20 other cities and counties in the Denver metro region have outlined goals to
expand transit in order to boost transit ridership and improve connectivity to meet growing
populations and economic needs. Cities such as Lakewood, Littleton, and Lafayette are
working to increase frequencies, improve service coverage, and enhance connections to key
economic areas. Arvada, Parker and Brighton prioritize regional connectivity, while
Longmont and Northglenn aim to improve transit infrastructure, BRT corridors, and
ridership. Collectively, and on behalf of their communities, these cities and counties are
united in their goal to enhance transit services, with a shared commitment to making transit
more accessible, reliable and effective in meeting the needs of their communities.

The common theme in these plans is clear - it is a priority to ensure transit is a great option
for people. 

A vision for transit in the region

Additional investments in transit operations that support increased service frequency are
needed to maximize ridership and achieve the full range of benefits that transit can bring to
our region. 

The Alliance to Transform Transportation commissioned a study to show what this might
look like. The study focused primarily on bus service, the workhorse of our transit system,
which carried approximately two-thirds of all the RTD trips in 2023 and can be expanded
more quickly and cheaply than additional train routes. We developed our proposal based on
the study’s results, which focused on maximizing the impact of better service frequency for
our region.

Our proposal calls for $420 million new dollars per year 

An increase of $380 million per year for transit operations is needed to cover the cost of
purchasing, running and maintaining additional buses and routes. Over the next 10 years,
that would add up to $3.8 billion in new transit investment. 

Because transit operations take time to grow, in the earlier years, some of that money could
go to fund capital costs for speed and reliability infrastructure such as BRT. 

As transit service ramps up, the percent of the $380 million would shift to operations until,
by 2036, we would be investing $380 million per year in operations in perpetuity. 

$380 million per year in new operations by 2036 would result in:
Twice as much bus service in the region’s core area (see definition below) compared to
2023.
Double the share of residents living within a 10-minute walk of frequent transit service
that comes every 15 minutes or better (from 35% to 65% – approximately 940,000 more 

https://www.lakewood.org/files/assets/public/v/1/planning/comprehensive-planning/pdfs/community-plans/comp-plan/moves_final.pdf
https://www.littletonco.gov/files/sharedassets/public/v/2/building-amp-development/documents-building/development-review/envision-littletonuluc-docs/transportationmasterplan10-15-2019.pdf
https://ehq-production-us-california.s3.us-west-1.amazonaws.com/a12ff23cb6f0799afab7ca472a155ac3652d578e/original/1701103209/4699cd20862478a13a734e5370580fdb_MMTP_Nov2023.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA4KKNQAKIJHZMYNPA%2F20250123%2Fus-west-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20250123T191848Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=213d4d9d2731ae69c358e9949cf549d0042b1c74c3a181e5daa73e184729a7d7
https://ehq-production-us-california.s3.us-west-1.amazonaws.com/a12ff23cb6f0799afab7ca472a155ac3652d578e/original/1701103209/4699cd20862478a13a734e5370580fdb_MMTP_Nov2023.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA4KKNQAKIJHZMYNPA%2F20250123%2Fus-west-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20250123T191848Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=213d4d9d2731ae69c358e9949cf549d0042b1c74c3a181e5daa73e184729a7d7
https://www.parkerco.gov/DocumentCenter/View/22818/Parker-2035-Master-Plan-Updated-December-3-2018?bidId=
https://www.brightonco.gov/DocumentCenter/View/32597/Brighton-TMP---Final-030116
https://devapps.fehrandpeers.com/devportal/apps/storymaps/stories/481663729c5d4599986d0a64d5deaf0e
https://www.northglenn.org/Comp%20Plan_Final.pdf
https://pirg.org/colorado/foundation/resources/the-alliance-to-transform-transportation/
https://pirg.org/colorado/foundation/resources/transit-service-funding-scenarios/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/transit_agency_profile_doc/2023/80006.pdf
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       people and 345,000 more jobs).
More than double the number of frequent bus routes that run every 15 minutes or less
(from 34 in 2026 to 83 by 2036).
More than double the number of miles of frequent bus service from 490 miles to 1,139
miles. 
Extending frequent service to earlier in the morning, later in the evening, and
throughout the weekends.
$1.7 billion for speed and reliability improvements, including BRT. This money could
help support the region’s vision of BRT corridors. 

For example, the Denver Moves Transit Plan identifies 12 different corridors that are
suitable for BRT based on potential ridership, supportive land use, equity, cost-
effectiveness, and other factors, as well as an additional 13 “bus priority corridors”
that would benefit from more limited investments targeted to improving travel time
competitiveness for bus riders. Corridors include Federal, Broadway/Lincoln, West
Colfax, Colorado, Speer/Leetsdale, 38th/Park, Alameda, and Brighton/48th/Green
Valley Ranch.
RTD’s BRT Feasibility Study also identified 21 possible routes.

Figure 1.0: Bus routes targeted by RTD for 15 minutes
or in bus routes with 15 better service by 2026 

Figure 1.1: Our transit vision: Increase minute or
better service by 2036 with a focused investment of

$380 million annually

The core area - To maximize the number of people supported by highly-frequent service,
including the number of transit-dependent populations that are served, our proposal
focuses those new dollars on areas with higher transit propensity, including Denver, Aurora,

https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Department-of-Transportation-and-Infrastructure/Programs-Services/Transit/Denver-Moves-Transit
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Department-of-Transportation-and-Infrastructure/Programs-Services/Transit/Denver-Moves-Transit#section-2
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Department-of-Transportation-and-Infrastructure/Programs-Services/Transit/Denver-Moves-Transit#section-2
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-H-w9QqbWxtpCcefxOcEZIY6II9A4kfZ/view
https://www.rtd-denver.com/about-rtd/projects/regional-bus-rapid-transit-feasibility-study
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Englewood, Wheat Ridge, Golden, Commerce City, Longmont, parts of Littleton, Lakewood,
Westminster, Thornton, Northglenn, Centennial, Lone Tree and Arvada, along rail corridors
and the communities along the US 36 corridor, including Broomfield and Boulder counties,
while maintaining reasonable service levels in other areas of the district.

The core area would include approximately 2.5 million of the 3.1 million residents in the RTD
service area. 

An additional $40 million per year to improve the safety and comfort of over half of the
region's bus stops (about 4,000), support workforce development and additional safety 

Figure 3.3: Transit propensity in Denver metro area
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programs, and launch microtransit services, including direct connections to Red Rocks and
local circulator routes to provide last-mile connections in over a dozen areas.

Figure 1.2: A proposal for $420 million per year in new transit service investments

More frequent bus service in the Denver metro region
supports all transit

$420 million of new investment in the Denver metro region’s transit service would
complement the major rail lines in the region and the other big rail infrastructure and
service expansions, including the completion of the FasTracks corridors like the N line
through Thornton and the NW line through Boulder and Longmont and beyond. 

As we contemplate additional, overlapping statewide services like Front Range Passenger
Rail, Mountain Rail, and more Bustang service, this new RTD service can enhance and
maximize the impact on backbone train corridors. 

From trains to buses to Access-a-Ride, high-quality transit enhances the lives of current
riders by expanding access to opportunities and allowing them to spend more time with
their family instead of waiting for a bus or train. It also encourages more people to use
transit – whether for commuting to work, visiting a local restaurant, brewery, or grocery
store, or accessing school or medical appointments. Additionally, great transit gives even
more people the freedom to leave their car at home for trips to Denver International
Airport, a game or a show.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Rb0NUEyra9GQZxgBene9CZyN3in6EY6uuAk-vyrsQd0/edit?gid=0#gid=0
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Methodology 

The estimated service increases, focused geography and costs are based on a November
2023 study commissioned by the Alliance to Transform Transportation partners and
completed by Nelson/Nygaard Consulting Associates. The full study can be found here. 

https://pirg.org/colorado/foundation/resources/transit-service-funding-scenarios/

