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Southwest Energy Efficiency Project (SWEEP)
• Public interest initiative promoting greater energy 

efficiency in AZ and southwest states
• Founded in 2001
• Board of Directors includes utility, state 

government, national laboratory, and private 
sector representatives

• Funded by the Energy Foundation, Hewlett 
Foundation, U.S. Dept. of Energy, and U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency

www.swenergy.org
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More than half of the housing units that 
will exist in 2035 have not been built yet 
-- important to “build it right” (efficient)
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High Performance Homes

• ENERGY STAR
– 15-30% savings

• Best Practice Energy Efficiency
– 30-50% savings
– Examples: Building America, Tax Credit

• Zero Energy Homes (ZEH or NZEH)
– 50-60% savings and beyond
– Best practice EE plus solar energy

Peak Electric Demand: Phoenix
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Simulated hourly electricity demand: code-built home versus 
high performance home, Phoenix, AZ

July 10, 2001

Code-built home

ENERGY STAR 

EE Best Practice

ZEH - Net

Peak electricity demand at 
system peak (4pm) is 

reduced  by 72% by the 
Zero Energy Home (ZEH)


