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Enforcement Strategies for Commercial 

Above Code Programs

Eric Makela - Britt/Makela Group

To LEED or not to LEED?

What it means for enforcement

 LEED Enforcement

 National Above Code Program Enforcement

 Home Grown Enforcement
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are needed to see this picture.
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LEED Enforcement?

 Enforced and Monitored by USGBC

 Building Department Involvement

 Perform plan review on typical structural and non-structural 
features

 IBC

 IMC

 IPC

 Etc

 Verify that unique green features are in compliance with code

 LEED documentation required for final Inspection and Certificate of 
Occupancy

 LEED +

 Some verification of credits required

Portland – Supports LEED

Projects
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National Above Code Programs

 Developed for Use on a National Level

 Examples

 ASHRAE Advanced Guidelines for 

 Office

 Retail

 Schools (K-12)

 Warehouses and Storage

 New Buildings Institute 

 Core Performance Advanced Building 
Guidelines

ASHRAE Advanced Guidelines
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NBI’s Advanced BuildingNBI’s Advanced Building

LPD values are LPD values are 
given for both given for both 
whole building and whole building and 
spacespace--byby--space space 
analysis analysis 

Prescriptive LPD ValuesPrescriptive LPD Values

To LEED or not to LEED?

What it means for enforcement

 Home Grown

 Similar to amending a building code

 Allows flexibility and tailoring to the 
community but…
 Increase level of involvement with plan 

review and inspection

 Requires cross-training of building and 
planning staff to ensure new standards 
are understood, supported and 
enforced

 Can include some third party 
verification (e.g. Commissioning Report)

Plus
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Scottsdale, AZ – Home Grown

 Green Building Permit and Inspections – Once plans 

are approved under the green building rating 

checklist, a green building permit is issued and green 

building inspections are provided in conjunction with 

the regular city inspections to ensure the project 

complies with the green building provisions as 

approved on the plans. Upon completion of the 

building, a Green Certificate of Occupancy is issued 

that becomes a permanent record of the city.


